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IMPLEMENTATION

In KS1, handwriting is to be taught discretely on a daily basis – 15 minutes, 5 times per week. 

In LKS2, handwriting is to be taught 

• Discretely three times per week with a focus on fluency and revising joins

• As part of the spelling curriculum – discrete practice of handwriting of spelling words once per week

In UKS2, handwriting is to be taught 

• Discretely two times per week with a focus on fluency and revising joins

• As part of the spelling curriculum – discrete practice of handwriting of spelling words once per week

Handwriting will further be a focus throughout the English curriculum with special focus and interventions for those 
pupils who have not met expected standards at the end of previous academic year. 

All Handwriting practise to be on lined paper (avoid whiteboards when h/w is the focus).

Handwriting books to be the same lines as English books with highlighted marker line as a scaffold.

Correct letter formation always modelled correctly. 



LETTER FORMATION

• When children 
start school in 
Reception, they 
learn to form 
letters correctly. 
The following 
handwriting 
phrases are used 
to help children 
to learn the 
correct formation.



PROGRESSION IN HANDWRITING 
USING LETTERJOIN - EYFS

The youngest pupils are taught short handwriting lessons on a daily basis, which will 
include the
following:
• enhancing gross motor skills such as air-writing, pattern-making and physical activities
• exercises to develop fine motor skills such as mark-making on paper, whiteboards, 
sensory trays, iPads, tablets, etc.
• becoming familiar with letter shapes, their sounds, formation and vocabulary
• correct sitting position and pencil grip for handwriting.

At the end of EYFS, children should be able to recognise and form all the printed, 
lowercase letters of the alphabet.



AN EXAMPLE SEQUENCE OF LESSONS -
EYFS



PROGRESSION IN HANDWRITING 
USING LETTERJOIN - KS1

Year 1 teaches how to correctly write capital letters, uses of printed letters, numbers, punctuation, maths 
symbols and other symbols. Pre-cursive patterns and cursive letters are then introduced in preparation 
for when children are required to start joining their handwriting.

Year 2 introduces children to cursive letters and how to join them. They will have regular practice in letter 
formation and joining their handwriting.

It is divided into 3 sections:
• cursive letters and words, letter families, high frequency words, joining practice, sequencing sentences 
and dictation exercises
• further dictation exercises, more high frequency words, 2, 5 and 10 times table facts and SPaG practice
• more dictation and number writing practice



AN EXAMPLE LESSON SEQUENCE – KS1



PROGRESSION IN HANDWRITING 
USING LETTERJOIN - Y3 AND Y4

Year 3 is targeted at children in lower KS2 where pupils should be using a cursive style throughout their 
independent writing in all subjects, helping to refine their handwriting in line with the requirements of each 
lesson. This is achieved through dictation, double letters, number vocabulary, palindromes, tongue twisters, MFL 
(French and Spanish), onomatopoeia, simile and statutory spellings.

By the end of Year 3, pupil will achieve improvement in the legibility, consistency and quality of their handwriting. 

Year 4 focuses on using handwriting practice to support other subjects in the curriculum and, at the same time, 
builds on fluency and consistency. Handwriting lessons aim to create meaningful links with other subjects which 
enables children to apply the skills they are learning in context and also provides depth to the curriculum.

Learners will continue to build on producing fluent, consistent and legible handwriting through the regular 
practice offered in lessons. By the end of Year 4, children will have practised applying size-appropriate
handwriting to all areas of the curriculum whilst maintaining fluency and legibility.



AN EXAMPLE LESSON SEQUENCE –
YEAR 3 & 4



PROGRESSION IN HANDWRITING 
USING LETTERJOIN – Y5 & Y

Year 5 continues to build on combining fluent handwriting with other subjects across the
curriculum. In lessons, learners will have plenty of opportunity to develop the stamina and skills to write at 
length, with accurate spelling and punctuation. By the end of Year 5, children should be producing cursive 
writing automatically, enabling them to focus on the content of their work rather than the process of writing.

Year 6 presents learners with a range of tasks where they have to decide on an appropriate style of 
handwriting, promoting speedy, fluent writing continues to be a strong feature. Challenging dictation exercises 
will refine pupils’ revising and checking skills as well as boosting their handwriting speed, stamina and fluency. 
By the end of Year 6, children should be able to adapt their handwriting for a range of tasks and purposes and 
to create different effects. They should be clear about what standard of handwriting is appropriate for a 
particular task, for example, quick notes, a final handwritten version, an un-joined style or capital letters. 



AN EXAMPLE LESSON SEQUENCE –
YEAR 5 & 6


