All Saints CE Aided Primary School and Nursery Knowledge Organiser

Year: 5

History: Ancient Greek

History Key question: How did the Ancient Greeks influence western

civilization?

Curriculum Strand: A study of Greek life and achievements and their influence
on the western world

Groundbreaking Greeks

Andent Greek lands were made up of the Gresk mainland, surrounding
iskancls and Greek colonies across the Medit=rmanesn Sea. Ancient
Greece was almest entindly surmunded by sea, and the mountains on
the mainland made treveling by bsnd difficult.
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Significant periods of Greek history

Mediterranean 5ea

Andent Gresk history can be civiced inta sewem main pericds or
dvilisations: Neolithic, Minoan cilisation, Myosnesesn cilisation, Dark
Age, Archaic period, Clamical period and Hellenistic pericd. Gresos iz
aften refermed o as the birthplaoe of 'Western dilisation bemuse of
the scuanoes that its people made in politics, soence, methe matics,
philasophy; literature and art.

Timeline

cBO00—c3000 BL

People start to farm and make produce in
Nealithic Greece.

The hMinoan civilisation ewvists an the island of Crete.

The Mycerme=an civlisstion exists on the Greek

mairibnd.

1450 BC The Mycerme=ans tske cortrol of Crete,

cAII0~Bi0 BC Greek oties are destroyed or sbandoned during
the Gresk Dark Age.

BOD—cSD0BC  Greece develops quickly mnd city states mne
founded in the Ardhaic period.

TIEBLC The first Ohympic Games are held in Ohymipia,

S07 BC Cleistheres introduces the warld’s first krown
democratic systermn to Athers.

(=70 1] The Classical period begins.

356 BC Aleennder the Grest is bom.

323 BC Alzeander the Grest dies and the Classiol
period ends.

32330 8L Sreece beoomes dvided during the Hellenistic
pericd.

30 BC Ancient Gresce is conguered by the Romans.

Lasting legacies

Democracy

The world’s first dermocratic
mystem was crested in Athens
im the= fifth cantury BC. The
oystem was designed to give
the Athenian people a sy
orer rowy thesir city was run.

Todey's demacmatic systems,

lthough different from Athens’, follow the ssme principles and allow

oedinany citizens to heve & say in how their countny is govemned.

Philozophy and methematics

Socrates, Flato mnd Arisiodls wers

some of the greatest philosaphers

of their time, ard ther idess are szl
irfluentisl today. Socrates’ methaod of
guestioning and disoussion, known ==
the “Sooméic method’, is sl vssd in
schaols and universities. The sncent
Brezks also mads hugsly significare
actvances in mathematics and the idess of
mathematicans, such as Pythegomas and
Archimedias, ane still rel=vant todey.

Olympic Games
The Olympic Games were imentzed in
endent Greece. [t was one of the greatest
sporting mnd refigious festivals of its tme
and drew in competitors and spectstors
from all parts of Gresce. Todey's Dhympic
Gamezs shane some of the same core values
of excellence, respect and friendship that
underpirned the crigiral Ohympic Games.

Arts and oulture

Thestre wes an important tradition in
arcient Greece. Cver 20 plays have
survived from the Oassiosl pericd. Postry
wms another sounce of entertsnment
ard education. Cpic Gresk posms have !
provided information about historical and
mythological events. Soudgture was an

impartant part of sncient Gresk art ard N
thesr method of painting desigrs oo E
potte=ry was also distinct and inspired
many other dyilisatiors.

Glossary

acropolis The upper fortifiad ares of & Gresk oty that s
usally buitt on a hill.

architect Someone who designs buildings and malkes sun=
thirt they ane built correctly.

Athenizn A person from Athens.

Citmded A central forbified anes of & dty or town_

oty state A city and the anea surmounding it with an
independent gowernment.

cilisation A highly developed culture, including its socal
arganisation, goverrimet, laws and arts.

democracy A political system, which allows people to heve & say
in the way their coutry is gowerned.

Empire: A proup of countries or states ruled by a single
muthority, such as an empenoror monanch.

mathematican  Someone who studies, teaches or is an expertin
mathemetics.

mythalogy A collection of refigious end cultural stomes,

Parthenon A ternple on the Acopolis in Athens.

philosopher Someone who studies besic ideas asbout knowledge
mnd ne=soning,

WRITior A soldier with skl snd experience in fighting,




